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Times Your Community

Stewards of our streets

By Councilmember Rose Herrera
Special to the Times
icely landscaped city streets and
Nlm.c ians make a big difference in
how we view our neighborhood.
Yet, it comes as no surprise that street
landscaping and maintenance budgets
have been affected by the city’s deficit. It's
shocking o many that the city has had o
cut back on something so basic, We all
can agree that  well maintained
streetscapes make for a beautiful commu-
nity and a solution was needed,
In recent years, the condition of the
city’s landscaping has significantly
declined. and may continue

Apperson Ridge; south of Holderman
Avenue; and north of Chapala Aver

San Felipe Road: West side of st al
The Villages Parkway.; Delta Road to
Bowerey Lane; at Lyter Way (both sides of
the wall)

White Road: Southeast corner of Tully
Road

Yerba Buena Road: Highway 101 to
MeLaughlin Avenue

Sign up! For more information on
adopting a street, visit htipyfwww.san-
joseca.gov/iransp ation/adopt-a-
street.asp or call Phyllis Schulz (408) 975-
7174,

Landscape conversion

to decline in the coming
years, Plus, the miles of city
roads requiring landscaping
has ed while funding
1g for maintenance
clined for nine consec-
utive. It is unacceptable to
simply abandon the road-
sides and median islands
across 180 square miles of
San Jose, And that's where
the city's Department of
Transportation (DOT) deve
oped creative solutions to
maintain our streelscapes.

Committed to San Jose and
trying to maintain the quali-
ty of life we all expect, DOT
developed three proactive, creative solu-
tions that are aimed at keeping and
improving conditions as we face
unknown hurdles.

Adopl-A-Streel

I am passionate about promoting the
volunteer spirit in our district. The Adopt-
A-Strest program helps coordinate neigh-
hors who are interested in improving cer-
tain streets. Adopting a street is a proac-
tive way to meet your neighbors, which is
a greal way to keep blight and crime
under control. Evergreen resident Mike
he volunteers because “it keeps
sighborhood looking nice, and there-
fore keeps our home values up., It has
been neat to meet new people in our
neighborhood and get together with them
l‘.\'E.’I'}" maon l]l or two Lo \\'[J[k On a commu-
nity activity. I feel like I'm more part of
the community, and doing something
about it instead of just talking about it

In these tough budget times, amazing
neighbors like Mr. Ivey are inspiring to
me, My thanks to him and his neighbors
for adopting a street and keeping
Evergreen a great place to live,

Whether you are interested in making a
long terim com eril Lo maintain exist-
ing landscape areas or joining a one-time
clean-up event, the city needs your help.
Several areas have been formally adopted,
and other adoptions are expected to be
finalized before the end of the fiscal year,
which is June 2011, In District 8, volun-
teers are needed in the following areas to
keep the current level of maintenance:

Brigadoon Way: Southwest Corner at

Aborn Road

Murillo  Avenue: Tully Court 1o
MNorwood Avenue

Quimby Reoad: Ruby Avenue o
Lovewood Way

Ruby Avenue: Whitesand Drive to

District 8
Report

By Rosc Herrera
City Councilmember

We all love beautiful low-
ers and shrubs, But we also
are becoming increasingly
aware of the amount of
water those non-native
plants need. Maintenance
costs are also unbearably
high for ornamental median
strips and street landscap-
ing. In 2008, the DOT spent
$1.7 million to fund a multi-
year conversion effort to
reduce the acres of demand-
ing landscaping throughout
the Now, areas are
planted with trees and non-
living ground cover, like
gravel. These efforts make
future maintenance much simpler and

V.

mmend DOT for finding a solution
that is good for the planet and good for the
budget. Prior to the conversion effort, the
city had 745 separate General Fund water
accounts. To date, 265 of these accounts,
or 35 percent, have been closed, resulting
er expendi-
tures. Those numbers are impressive. We
all love sesing such concrete progress in
s overhead costs.

areas where land-
funded through a
5'1!?{:15]] tax on i!‘l"rl 'p"]'l)ll]'t)' OWners.
In District 8, spec icts include The
Meadowlands, Silvercreek Valley, and
Evergreen Specific. Creating additional
special districts could improve strest
landscaping in concentrated, high-profile
areas,

These districts are created after exhaus-
tive reviews for a weighted ballot process
[based on the proposed assessment) for all
affected property owners. The DOT is
doing a great job at reaching out to larger
owners lo gauge interest. The
proach is refreshing after the
relative chaos of the budget process.

Time after time, we see that the greatest
Progress comes when the (:ill\' works
closely with the citizens who call San Jose
home. I urge you to join our District & vol-
unteers, as we conlinue lo improve our
neighborhoods. My thanks to all the resi-
dents that have already stepped up and
volunteerad to maintain a roadside or
median island,

Don't miss out! Gel the District 8
newsletter delivered to your inbox! Sign
up at www.sanjoseca.gov/districts

Save the date: Day in the Park, Lake
Cunningham, Oct. 2.

EREEMAN

RTHODONTICS

(:-M."-'u@ Sighatine Smiles

(408) 274-6111

Call for a Complementary
Consultation
2680 S. White Road, Suite 255
San Jose, CA 95148

DIPLOMATE
AMERICAN BOARD
OF ORTHODONTICS

www.MattFreemanOrtho.com
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Matt Freeman, DDS, MS

Orthodontics for Children & Adults

=I"'l'he fitness program

you NEED, in the time
that you HAVE! _

SUPERSLOW

zZone A

Transfions

Fall Into Fitness

112 off

your 2nd month

- >

«NO membership Fees
. By Appointment 00
. 1.on-1 Training with @
Certified SuperSi©
\nstructor

Just 20 minutes, twice a week

5988 Silver Creek Valley Rd. - Suite 55

San Jose, CA 95138

(Corner of Silver Creak Valley Rd and Fontanosa, by 101)

408.578.ZONE (9663)

www.sszsilvercreek.com
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